
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2026

HONORING

Fly me to the
Bobby Jones Chiari & Syringomyelia Foundation

CASINO NIGHT



Dear Friends and Family,

Fly me to the moon…let us celebrate a night filled with purpose, 
possibility, and a little bit of luck.

Tonight, as the chips stack high and the cards are dealt, we gather 

not just for an evening of fun — but for a mission that reaches far 
beyond this room. Casino Night is about coming together as a 
community, united in our commitment to advancing research, raising 
awareness, and bringing answers to families affected by Chiari 
malformation, syringomyelia, and related disorders.

The spirit of “Fly Me to the Moon” reminds us to dream boldly. To 
reach higher. To believe that even the most complex medical 
challenges can be met with innovation, collaboration, and hope. 
Every event we host, every dollar raised, and every story shared 
moves us closer to breakthroughs that once felt out of reach.

This evening, we are proud to honor Kristin Means, whose dedication 
as a patient advocate and long-standing unite4answers Chair has 
helped strengthen and grow this community year after year. Her 
leadership reflects the very heart of our mission — compassion in 
action and hope in motion.

But tonight belongs to all of us. To our sponsors, our volunteers, our 
families, and our friends — thank you for believing in this cause and 
for helping us aim higher than ever before.

So high rollers and hopeful dreamers, it’s time to play your hand for a 
purpose. Let the chips fly, raise the stakes, and double down on doing 
good. Because when we gather like this — united by heart and driven 
by hope — we don’t just wish upon the moon…

We reach it! 

Thank you for your generosity,



WELCOME AND UPDATE
Tyler Guettler

Board of Trustees Chair

YOUR DOLLARS AT WORK

Paul J. Farrell
Board of Directors Chair Emeritus

AWARD PRESENTATION

Pam Fenner

Board of Directors Secretary

HONOREE REMARKS

Kristin Means
Honoree

GAMING
7:00 – 10:15pm

BASKET RAFFLE
7:00 - 9:30pm

SILENT AUCTION
Closes at 10:00pm



WE ARE GRATEFUL TO OUR 2026 SPONSORS

Long Island Veterinary Specialists
John Esposito

The Farrell Law Firm, P.C.

Farrell Family and Friends

THANK YOU TO OUR AMAZING VOLUNTEERS!

Michelle Syty
Victoria Syty
Anel Torres

Cait Trial
Elena Yasin

Angela Evans
Tracy Ha

Richard Johnson

Paul Maione
Kelly Maione

Jennifer Moleson

2026 Committee

John Esposito
Jack Lamantia
Craig Libson

Paul Farrell
Ken Radigan

Bob Kelly



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

James Rains, Chair

Lory Watson, Vice-Chair and Founding Member

Paul J. Farrell, Chair Emeritus and Founding Member

Catherine Loughin, DVM, Treasurer

Pamela Fenner, Secretary

Cameron Kim Dawson, Director

Amanda Harris, Director

Marina White, Director

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Tyler Guettler, Chair

Tygh Wyckoff, MD, Vice-Chair

Robert Black

E. Cody Laird, III

Kate Laird-Clay

Craig Libson

Dominic J. Marino, DVM, DACVS

Michael N. Mikula

Robert Walker Westbrook

Emeritus

Simon J. Archibald, PhD

Philip B. Down

Edwin B. Jordan

Douglas E. Kindlon

Richard E. Kuntz, MD

Sean Lilienfield, MD

Trish Malloch-Brown

J. Thomas Megerian, MD, PhD

Robert E. Rumphrey 



SCIENTIFIC, EDUCATION & ADVISORY BOARD

John Heiss, MD, Chair, National Institutes of Health

David Limbrick, MD, PhD, Vice-Chair, 
Children’s Hospital of Richmond at VCU

Syed Hassan Akbari, MD, MSCI, 
John's Hopkins All Children's Hospital

Richard C. Anderson, MD, NYU Langone Health

Ulrich Batzdorf, MD, FAANS, University of California, Los Angeles

David F. Bauer, MD, MPH, Baylor College of Medicine/
Texas Children’s Hospital

Douglas L. Brockmeyer, MD, FAAP, University of Utah

Brian J. Dlouhy, MD, University of Iowa Hospitals & Clinics

Richard G. Ellenbogen, MD, FACS, University of Washington

Holly S. Gilmer, MD , Michigan Head and Spine Institute

Christina A. Gurnett, MD, PhD, Washington University St. Louis

Gabriel Haller, PhD, Washington University St. Louis

Fraser C. Henderson, Sr., MD, University of Maryland

Petra M. Klinge, MD PhD, Brown University

Cormac Maher, MD, Stanford University

Brandon A. Miller, MD, PhD, Medical University of South Carolina

Russell Norris, PhD, Medical University of South Carolina

Vijay M. Ravindra, MD, MSPH, University of Utah

Brandon G. Rocque, MD, Children’s of Alabama

Ilene Ruhoy, MD, PhD, Anthurium

Jennifer Strahle, MD , Washington University St. Louis

Kristin Yeom, MD, Phoenix Children’s



Kristin Means

Bobby Jones CSF Patient Advocate
unite4answers Chairperson

Kristin Means, a former schoolteacher and athlete, found a new 
purpose as a passionate advocate for families navigating complex 
medical diagnoses. After her 10-year fight for a diagnosis, suffering 
setback after setback, Kristin was diagnosed with Ehlers-Danlos 
Syndrome and Chiari malformation. Months later, both of her sons 
were diagnosed as well. Surviving 41 surgeries, Kristin knows 
firsthand the pain of being misunderstood by the medical system 
and the strength it takes to keep fighting. Today, she uses her 
voice to empower other families to trust their instincts, push for 
answers, and never apologize for advocating for their children. 

Kristin discovered Bobby Jones CSF in 2010 and the organization 
quickly became a second family. Kristin has served as Walk Chair 
for a decade and has watched the event she leads grow and evolve 
with each passing year. She has also spent countless hours 
working to educate and guide other individuals and families 
suffering from similar circumstances.  She is an active member in 
support groups and has worked tirelessly to try to provide support 
to anyone who needs it. 

Kristin believes that while chronic illness may shape your story, it 
does not define your worth or limit your impact. With the 
unwavering support of her family, Kristin is able to keep a smile on 
her face and a positive attitude. She continues to navigate her 
complicated health as well as her two sons’ and lives by the quote,  
"It's hard to beat a person who never gives up.”







Congratulations
to the

Bobby Jones
Chiari & Syringomyelia Foundation

with special Recognition to
Dorothy Poppe & 

our Board Member, Kaitlyn Esposito

All Island Kiwanis Club &

All Island Kiwanis Foundation

Pres DPLG Sean O’Sullivan, Esq.

Vice President Elizabeth Tretter

Pres-Elect Drew Feminella

Secretary Anthony Annunziato

Treasurer Kristine Hutchinson

Directors:

Kaitlyn Esposito     Alaina Hinkley

Sal Calise     PLG Anthony Pappas

Meets monthly Tuesday

Canlon’s Restaurant

Contact SOSullivan@PlazaIsland.com 



Congratulations to

this evening’s honoree

Kristin Means

Your dedication to and support of 

patients and Bobby Jones CSF is an 

inspiration to us all.

68 South Service Road, Suite 100
Melville, NY 11747

(516) 228-3565 (Telephone)
(516) 228-8475 (Fascimile)

Email: genmail@farrelliplaw.com
www.farrelliplaw.com

SPECIALIZING IN WORLDWIDE INTELLECTUAL
PROPERTY PROTECTION IN PATENT, TRADEMARK,

TRADE SECRET AND COPYRIGHT LAW

The Farrell Law Firm, P.C.

mailto:genmail@farrelliplaw.com
http://www.farrelliplaw.com/


Proud to support
Bobby Jones CSF 
and this year’s 

honoree
Kristin Means

at the 
2026 Casino Night

With love from
John Esposito



Proud to support the 

Bobby Jones Chiari & 

Syringomyelia Foundation

Casino Night and to honor 

Kristin Means



“Unless someone like you cares a whole 
awful lot, nothing is going 
to get better. It’s not.” 

—Dr. Seuss

We are proud to once again be a part of 
this wonderful evening dedicated to 

finding a cure for Chiari malformation and 
syringomyelia.

We would like to congratulate Kristin 
Means and thank you for your tireless 
efforts in bringing awareness to these 

diseases and your countless support to the 
families who are affected by them.

Fondly,

The Farrell & Kosty Families







The Cleary’s send our 
love and support to our 

cousin Paul and this 
wonderful Foundation!

With all our admiration,

Jim and Lisa
Bob and Peggy
Ed and Kathy
John and Mai

Tom
Scott and Mary

Bill
Gary and Debbie



Congratulations to 
Our Casino Night Honoree,

Kristin Means!

Tonight, we celebrate a 
champion — someone 

whose compassion, 
generosity, and 

commitment uplift our 
mission and inspire our 

community.

Kristin, your impact 
reaches far beyond 

this evening.

Thank you for 
standing with us 

and helping 
change lives.

Bobby Jones CSF is 
grateful to honor you!



Proud to Support the Bobby Jones 
Chiari & Syringomyelia Foundation

Sean P. O’Sullivan, Esq.
LAW OFFICE OF SEAN P. O’SULLIVAN, PLLC

Phone: 718-650-4700 Fax: 718-228-6551
www.IslandLawFirm.com 

PLAZA ISLAND ABSTRACT, LLC
Phone: 718-351-3465 Fax: 718-228-8533

www.IslandLawFirm.com/PIA 

PLAZA ISLAND PROPERTIES, LLC
Real Estate and Property Management

Phone: 718-524-4202 Fax: 718-226-8643

84 New Dorp Plaza Ste 206 and 201, Staten Island, NY 10306

All of Your Real Estate and Closing Needs All Under One Roof

Kristin,

Your strength and friendship mean the world to me! You’ve been 
more than a friend all of these years; you've been a source of 

comfort, courage, and understanding in a way only someone 
who truly "gets it" can be.

With love and appreciation always, Pam

http://www.islandlawfirm.com/
http://www.islandlawfirm.com/PIA


Daniel,

With all our love 
to eternity and 

beyond.

Love, 
Nanny & Poppy



Speranza—Italian for hope—is more than a 
memoir. It’s a feast for the senses and a 
testament to grace. For anyone living with 
chronic illness or aching for renewal, 
Ashley’s story offers comfort, courage, and 
the reminder that even in our weakest 
moments, hope can rise.

—Fraser C. Henderson Sr. MD, 

Co-Author of Symptomatic: The Symptom-

Based Handbook for Ehlers Danlos Syndromes 
and Hypermobility Spectrum Disorders

"The finest of the genre, intriguing and hard to put down, this book provides 

an extraordinary encouragement for persons suffering with chronic 
conditions. This is a must read, told through the culinary perspective of a 
young private chef with Ehlers Danlos Syndrome”

Thank you, Kristin for everything 
that you do and always being YOU!

Tonya

Preorder HERE:
https://www.mostlyhealthychef.com/speranza-book

https://www.mostlyhealthychef.com/speranza-book
https://www.mostlyhealthychef.com/speranza-book
https://www.mostlyhealthychef.com/speranza-book
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